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Leaders embrace 2022 Iookmg out for residents
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Destination Niagara USA
President & CEO John Percy

Niagara Falls USA fared bet-
ter than many other destinations
across the country during the
pandemic, thanks to having such a
strong drive market and so many
wonderful outdoor attractions with
wide-open spaces.

Industry research shows that
consumer confidence in travel re-
mains very high, with nine in 10
American travelers planning a trip
in the next six months. National
hotel data has also shown that
room demand fully recovered back
to 2019 levels this past December.

We are hard at work on the
launch of our 2022 Niagara Falls
USA Travel Guide, as well as all of
our digital marketing programs for
the year. We are feeling cautiously
optimistic for a strong rebound in
2022 and beyond!

Town of Lewiston Supervisor
Steve Broderick

The last two years have been
trying times for all of us, and hope-
fully the worst of it has passed. In
2022, 1 see an incredible amount
of hope that things will be better.
Several of our festivals that haven’t
occurred in those two years are
scheduled, and appear to be bigger
than ever. The Town and Village
of Lewiston are celebrating our
200-year bicentennial, which will
include the largest fireworks dis-
play our community has ever seen,
along with a July 2 performance of
the Buffalo Philharmonic Orches-
tra at Academy Park. The Sanborn
Farm Museum in once again host-
ing their annual Farm Festival on
July 23 and 24, along with several
other events.

The Town of Lewiston will be
continuing its successful summer
recreation and baseball programs,
along with several new programs.
Our adult swim program, which
has been canceled the last two
years, is a top priority for 2022. 1
feel that it is tremendously impor-
tant to get our children and adults
active in outside recreation, as
we all know what it felt like to be
cooped up inside for far too long.

I personally am looking forward
to 2022 and believe it will be a year
to get back out and enjoy the com-
munity we all love.

Town of Wheatfield
Supervisor Don MacSwan
The past year has been another

challenging year with the COVID
pandemic still affecting us all! Let’s
hope and pray for a better 2022 and
that our lives return to some nor-
malcy.

Continuing progress has been
made on our Veterans Memorial
behind Town Hall. Concrete floor-
ing is complete, and dedicated
benches have been added to the
perimeter. We had our formal

dedication this past summer with
a large attendance of dignitaries,
veterans and Wheatfield residents.

The long-awaited NYSDOT proj-
ect on Niagara Falls Boulevard is
still on schedule for bid openings
and a start up in 2022, with com-
pletion scheduled for 2023. This,
of course, includes turning lanes
in all directions at Ward and Ni-
agara Falls Boulevard, and the re-
alignment of Witmer Road and the
Oppenheim Park entrance. Thank
you to our Boulevard Enhance-
ment Volunteers for their efforts
in obtaining permission from NYS-
DOT to secure an LED “Wheat-
field” sign to be mounted on our
existing decorative wall at Nash
Road and Niagara Falls Boulevard.

The Town Highway Department
paved approximately seven miles
of blacktop this summer as well as
rebuilding Stoelting Street in Berg-
holz. In addition, numerous drain-
age projects were addressed.

The Town of Wheatfield is get-
ting back to normal, with plans to
proceed with a full schedule of rec-
reation activities to include senior
activities, the town picnic and a full
slate of baseball and softball.

Our town constable department
received a surplus 2019 Dodge
Charger from the Niagara County
Sheriff’s Office, keeping our cur-
rent fleet up to a high standard.

We are still working on the
next phase of the Greenway Tralil,
which will connect North Tonawa-
nda with Wheatfield and Niagara
Falls. A review of an alternate
route is scheduled for the spring
of 2022.

As the result of a rebound in
the economy in 2021 from the

WHEATFIELD TOWN HALL

COVID-19 pandemic, and an in-
crease in the town’s population
resulting from the 2020 census,
the town has received a substantial
increase of over 20% in its sales tax
revenues for 2021 when compared
to 2020. The result is that the town
did not have to dip into its fund
balance (surplus) in 2021, and the
town continues to be in a strong fi-
nancial position at the end of 2021.
However, because of the recent
omicron variant and the potential
emergence of other COVID-19
variants in the future, the town will
continue to be diligent in all of its
financial matters.

The Town of Wheatfield’s total
outstanding debt is at its lowest
level for the past 10 years. The total
outstanding debt at the end of 2021
is slightly over $3.5 million, while
at the end of 2011 it was slightly
over $12.8 million — a reduction of
over 72%. This is another indica-
tion of the town’s strong financial
position.

During the early part of 2021,
Congress passed the American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) to respond
to the public health emergency
and the negative economic impacts
that resulted from the COVID-19
pandemic. As a result of this act,
all states and local governments
in the United States have received
an ARPA grant. The amount of the
ARPA grant awarded to the Town
of Wheatfield was $1,851,584, with
one-half (or $925,792) received in
2021 and the other half to be re-
ceived in 2022. There are certain
rules and regulations that must
be followed with this grant, but
for the Town of Wheatfield, these
funds can be used for general

First woman to assume command
of Niagara Falls Air Reserve Stafion

The 914th Air Refueling Wing will welcome its new wing commander, Col. Lara B. Morrison, during
an assumption of command ceremony scheduled at the base on Saturday.

Morrison will assume command of the unit’s approximately 1,600 military and civilian member force
and eight assigned KC-135R Stratotanker refueling aircraft. She will be the first female wing and instal-
lation commander in the unit’s history, dating back to 1971.

Morrison’s previous assignment was as commander of the 452nd Operations Group, March Air Re-
serve Base, California, where the unit is equipped with C-17A Globemaster, KC-135R, and soon to host

the KC-46A Pegasus aircraft.

Maj. Gen. Jeffrey T. Pennington, commander, 4th Air Force, Air Force Reserve Command, who is re-
sponsible for providing oversight to 18 flying wings across the country, will preside over the ceremony.
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government services with very
few exceptions. The Town Board,
along with all of the department
heads, are currently in the process
of compiling and prioritizing a list
of needed projects to finance with
these funds.

A special thanks to Dan Casacci
from Sun Beam Labs for donating
60 cases of hand sanitizer for distri-
bution to Wheatfield residents.

In closing, COVID has changed
just about everything in our lives,
from the way we shop to the way
we worship, and our day-to-day
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interaction with friends and rela-
tives. As Americans, we can stand
tall and we will endure these dif-
ficult times. Every day passed is a
day closer to the end of this pan-
demic.

In closing, once again I want
to thank all of our employees for
their service, working long hours
to provide service to our residents.
I also want to thank our residents
for their patience and endurance
through these difficult times. Stay
safe, stay healthy, and God bless.

Top Notch Removal

Rated Number ONE

storage units, warehouses.

We remove all unwanted junk
and debris from houses, garages,
sheds, yards, commercial buildings,

We also tear-down and remove °
unwanted decks, sheds, garages, pools,
hot-tubs, sidewalks, small trees/bushes.

No job is too big or too small

In Junk Removal

Call, Text, or Email for a FREE ESTIMATE
716-216-4602 - office - 716-535-7134 - Nick

topnotchremoval@gmail.com
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IN THE SQUARE

OPEN

535 Division St. Twin City Highway

VISTr US N vilE WIEE FeR
@QUR WEENKEY SRPECEVNLS

themarketinthesquare.com

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED & INDEPENDENTLY OPERATED

North Tonawanda - 693-2802

pAiLy! MON - SAT: 7AM - 8:30PM
SUN 7AM - 7PM

“Lori & Friends™

hosted by Lori Caso

LCTV Channel 1301
Jan 31st - Feb 27th
Mon 3am, 10am, 3pm - Wed 4am, 4pm, 10pm
Thur 3am, 10pm - Fri 10:30am
Sat 3:30am, 5:30pm « Sun 11:30am, 10pm

Guest: Judy Clark ”Judy Clark After Dark”

402-10406
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A Milestone Video Production.
NIAGARA FRONTIER PUBLICATIONS
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DISPATCH » PENNYSAVER
wnypapers.com

7¢ Shine Studio
<’ Frisgﬂé Ask for Toni
297-0181

906 CENTER ST., LEWISTON

Made posszble by funds from...
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